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and make a general advance, and this could
only be successful if every available man was
thrown into the attack. The British Expedi-
tionary Force had been allotted a position on
the left of their line; a very natural and proper
decision, as they would have the ports of
Calais and Boulogne behind them. No anxiety
was felt lest the position at Maubeuge should
be in any danger. The officers present at the
meeting, especially Sir John French and
Henry Wilson, were ready to give assurances
that the French scheme had been worked out
on good information; it would have a very
bad effect on our Allies if they thought the
British were hanging back or if we tried to
upset the arrangements on which they were
depending. Though Kitchener remained un-
convinced, the last argument certainly carried
weight and he yielded to those who had given
more detailed study to the plans. The British
Expeditionary Force after crossing the Channel
went by train to an area round Le Cateau,
from which place it was intended to march
forward as soon as possible.
Sir John French and his staff arrived in
Paris on August 15 and he was received with
the graceful courtesy for which the French are
famous. On the following day he motored to
the Grand Quartier General and for the first
time met General Joffre.